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HUMOUR 
PROLOGUE 
“IF I HAD NO SENSE OF HUMOUR, I WOULD LONG AGO HAVE 
COMMITTED SUICIDE.” 
Mahatma Gandhi [1869-1948] 
Indian Moral Philosopher, Spiritual Leader and Social Activist 
 
E LAUGH AT WHAT WE THINK IS AMUSING
 
EVEN THOUGH THE CONTENT MAY BE BRUISING 
IT IS BETTER TO LAUGH THAN TO CRY 
NO MATTER TO WHAT EXTENT THINGS ARE AWRY 
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HE BRITISH LIKE HUMOUR WHICH IS CHARMING
 
 OFTEN BASED ON THE NONSENSICAL AND ON WORD PLAY 
SUCH COMEDY IS GENTLY DISARMING 
EVEN THOUGH THERE MAY BE THE DEVIL TO PAY 
 
EXAMPLE: 
FAMOUS BBC 1950s RADIO COMEDY PROGRAMME “THE GOONS”: 
‘HENRY’: ‘THE CAT WANTS TO GO OUT.’ 
‘MIN’: ‘HOW CAN YOU TELL?’ 
‘HENRY’: ‘HE’S PUT HIS HAT ON.’ 
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HE GERMANS ARE AMUSED BY THE SATIRICAL
 
THE GREAT POET HEINE WRITING TONGUE-IN-CHEEK 
BEFITTING A CULTURE BASED ON THE EMPIRICAL 
EXCELLING AT SCIENTIFIC PRACTICAL TECHNIQUE 
 
EXAMPLE: 
 
CONCERNING PUBLIC OFFICIALS: 
“THREE IN A ROOM AND ONE IS WORKING, WHAT’S THAT? 
- TWO OFFICIALS AND A FAN” 
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APANESE HUMOUR IS USUALLY INOFFENSIVE HARMLESS FUN
 
DISPLAYING WORD PLAY AND AVOIDING OBSCENITY 
REFLECTING POLITENESS IN THE LAND OF THE RISING SUN 
EXPRESSING THE NATION’S COURTEOUS, RESTRAINED IDENTITY 
 
EXAMPLE: 
WORD PLAY 
“A JAPANESE RURAL DWELLER, EAGER TO DEMONSTRATE HIS SKILLS 
AT SPEAKING ENGLISH, TRAVELS TO NEW YORK CITY AND TRIES TO 
ORDER A BEER [BIIRU]. THE AMERICAN BARTENDER ASKS HIM, 
“HEINEKEN?” THE YOKEL ANSWERS, “NO, CHIBA-KEN.” 
[MEANING CHIBA PREFECTURE, THE YOKEL MISTAKENLY THINKING 
THAT THE BARTENDER ASKED HIM WHERE HE CAME FROM IN 
JAPAN.]” 
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MERICANS LAUGH AT 
SLAPSTICK, SITCOMS AND 
STANDUP COMEDY 
DRAWING ON DIRECTNESS 
AND PERSONAL DISCOMFORT 
BELIEVING THAT MIRTH IS A HEALTHY REMEDY 
FOR HARDSHIPS OF A DISTRESSING SORT 
 
 
EXAMPLE: 
 
HISTORICAL IRONY 
“SHE’S ALWAYS LATE. HER ANCESTORS ARRIVED IN THE ‘JUNE 
FLOWER’.” 
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USTRALIANS 
LAUGH AT 
EVERYONE AND 
EVERYTHING 
BEING UNCONVENTIONAL, 
DISRESPECTFUL AND 
IRRELIGIOUS 
REGARDING ALL AS A TARGET FOR DISPARAGING 
PRACTISING MOCKERY APPROACHING THE PRODIGIOUS 
 
EXAMPLE: 
LACONIC DISRESPECT 
 
“WHY WASN’T JESUS BORN IN SYDNEY? [CAPITAL CITY OF 
AUSTRALIA’S MOST POPULOUS STATE, NEW SOUTH WALES.] 
BECAUSE THEY COULDN’T FIND THREE WISE MEN AND A VIRGIN.” 
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APAN’S CITIZENS AMUSE THEMSELVES WITH SUBTLETY 
AS DO THE CITIZENS OF BRITAIN 
GERMAN CITIZENS ARE LESS SO SMITTEN 
WHILST AMERICANS ENJOY BEING MORE BUBBLY 
AS FOR AUSTRALIANS AND ALL THEIR PUNITIVE JEST 
HE WHO LAUGHS LAST, LAUGHS BEST 
 
IMAGE: AN INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCE 
EPILOGUE 
“HUMOUR IS THE QUALITY OF BEING AMUSING OR COMIC EITHER 
IN LITERATURE OR SPEECH” 
Oxford University Dictionary Online, 2012. 
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POEM WRITTEN ON SUNDAY 22 JANUARY 2012 IN WEST END, 
BRISBANE. 
POET: DR MICHAEL VAUGHAN 
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